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Auxiliarist Support to Coast Guard Health Services

Emergency Medical Services
and First Aid/CPR/AED

Introduction

The following is a guideline for Auxiliarist Emergency Medical Services support to CG Health Services.  This guideline lists the mission, vision, current support areas, and current objectives of AUXEMS that are currently authorized for Auxiliary EMS provider participation.  

The purpose of AUXEMS is to provide support to those members of the Auxiliary who currently augment as EMTs and/or provide first aid and CPR instruction to Coast Guard units and to provide information and advice to qualified Auxiliarists who would like to begin augmenting a Coast Guard unit.  
AUXEMS will also promote and encourage the certification of all Auxiliary members in Basic First Aid and CPR.  AUXEMS is not a “medical team”, “emergency medical services provider”, or a “first responder organization.”  AUXEMS is a support organization for members of the Auxiliary who wish to participate individually in existing authorized EMS augmentation roles.
Mission

· We are a Support Organization that embraces the Coast Guard Core Values
· We provide qualified and competent volunteer emergency medical service personnel to augment operations at Coast Guard units
· We promote and encourage the certification of Auxiliary members in First Aid and CPR/AED
Vision

· Our customers recognize and trust us as proactive partners who provide competent emergency medical services and training
· We consistently deliver on our promises
· We recruit and retain high performing emergency medical providers to augment authorized programs
· We always challenge ourselves and our partners to continuously improve what we do and how we do it

Current EMS Support Areas 

The following are the current authorized support areas and opportunities open to Auxiliary members who are EMS providers:
1. Assist at Small Boat Station's as SAR Boat Crew at the EMT-B level at the discretion of the unit’s CO or OIC.
Coast Guard Auxiliary Operations Manual (COMDTINST M16798.3E) Section E.10.c:

Unit commanders may assign Auxiliarists certified as EMTs under Coast Guard standards to augment Coast Guard forces as EMTs. A unit commander must first issue the Auxiliarist a “letter of certification” (upon proof that Coast Guard EMT standards were met). The Auxiliarist is then eligible for orders. Only the Coast Guard unit which issued the “letter of certification” may issue orders assigning the Auxiliarist as an EMT. 

2. Instructors in First Aid, CPR, AED use, and Lifesavers Course if certified as an Instructor (ARC, AHA, ASHI, etc.) and approved by local unit command.

3. CG Clinic as "medical assistants" as described in COMDTINST 6010.2C and the CG Medical Manual - this is at the discretion of local CG Senior Medical Officer.
Coast Guard Medical Manual (COMDTINST M 6000.1D) Section 1.B.21.a
Non-privileged health care providers with special skill sets (e.g. RN, EMT, paramedic, dental hygienist) may work up to the level of their license/certification at the discretion of and supervision by the SMO or SDO of the clinic. Verification of the capabilities of the provider is the responsibility of the SMO or SDO. Written documentation that the member has received/understood instructions concerning items listed in 1-B-21-g.(1) through (7), must be signed by the Clinical Supervisor/Administrator and counter signed by the Senior Medical Officer.

Priority Objectives
· Act as the point of contact and field phones and emails from Auxiliary personnel who want to get involved with the current authorized augmentation opportunities.
· Ensure that the First Aid and CPR competency categories in AUXDATA are utilized.
· Develop a guideline and FAQ for the augmentation of Coast Guard units by Auxiliary EMS providers
· Promote the certification of all Auxiliary members in Basic First Aid and CPR/AED.
Auxiliary First Aid and CPR/AED Training
The Coast Guard Auxiliary itself does not train or certify members in First Aid/CPR/AED beyond the first aid ”awareness” tasks in the Auxiliary Boat Crew PQS.  However, there are many members of the Auxiliary that hold certifications as First Aid and CPR instructors from various organizations such as the American Red Cross (ARC), the American Heart Association (AHA), and the American Safety and Health Institute (ASHI).
Coast Guard Auxiliary Operations Manual (COMDTINST M16798.3E) Section E.10.a:

Auxiliarists are encouraged to develop personal first aid qualifications by taking first aid courses (e.g., a Red Cross course, etc.) and to maintain those qualifications. 

This objective will strive to utilize members with First Aid/CPR/AED Instructor certifications to provide ongoing First Aid/CPR/AED training to the Auxiliary membership.  The goal of this objective will be to have all members of the Auxiliary trained and certified in Basic First Aid/CPR/AED. 
